
GLOBAL COHORTS
Cross-cultural learning that fits your MYP. Built for IB coordinators and interdisciplinary teams.

What It Is
Global Cohorts is a facilitator-led, 4-week program that connects your classroom with partner schools in other countries. 
Students produce original creative work, exchange it across borders, and reflect together, all within ~45 minutes of class 
time per week. Banyan provides the facilitator, the platform, the materials, and the partner schools. Your teacher 
supports in the room.

Each unit also comes with an IDU Co-Planning Guide: a short, structured resource that the two subject teachers on a 
unit's recommended pairing use together. They build their part of a collaboratively planned MYP interdisciplinary unit on 
top of this four-week core, write a joint statement of inquiry, and jointly score Criterion A once the unit runs.

The 4-Week Arc

Week Focus What happens IDU criterion

1 · Discover Discover Curated cultural content plus a driving question. Warm-up: 
not mapped to a criterion.

N/A

2 · Design Design Students create an original response to the driving 
question.

B: Synthesizing

3 · Exchange Exchange Cross-classroom share, questions, AI reveal. A: Evaluating

4 · Celebrate Celebrate Peer response plus a written, posted reflection. It's written, 
not spoken, so it can serve as grading evidence.

C: Reflecting

IB / MYP Alignment
Global Cohorts' artifacts touch multiple MYP subject groups: primarily Language & Literature and Individuals & Societies, 
but also Arts (Design) and Language Acquisition (English, Phase 3 and above). Together they develop Communication, 
Social, Self-management, and Thinking ATL skills. IB requires only two subject groups to jointly plan and assess an 
interdisciplinary unit. Global Cohorts' Subject-Group Combination Guide names, for each unit, the recommended pair of 
subject teachers who do that joint planning and use the IDU Co-Planning Guide together. The third subject can still be 
involved in the unit's artifacts, often as a strong alternate pairing, without being a required co-planner.

Units map to the Personal & Cultural Expression global context (secondary context varies by unit), and each draws on four 
Key Concepts. Global Cohorts' four-week core, paired with its IDU Co-Planning Guide, is built with your required MYP 
interdisciplinary unit in mind. It doesn't guarantee a particular outcome in an IB evaluation. That judgment always belongs 
to your evaluator.

Unit Window* Global Context Key Concepts Recommended pairing (also 
touches)

Festivals Sep '26 / Feb 
'27

Personal & Cultural Expression 
(secondary: Identities & 
Relationships)

Identity, Culture, Creativity, 
Communication

Individuals & Societies + 
Language & Literature (also 
touches Arts)

Murals Oct '26 / Mar 
'27

Personal & Cultural Expression 
(secondary: Identities & 
Relationships)

Identity, Culture, Perspective, 
Creativity

Arts + Individuals & 
Societies (also touches L&L)

Local Legends Nov '26 / Apr 
'27

Personal & Cultural Expression 
(secondary: Orientation in 
Space & Time)

Identity, Culture, Perspective, 
Creativity

Language & Literature + 
Individuals & Societies (also 
touches Arts; see the note 
below on L&L + Language 



Unit Window* Global Context Key Concepts Recommended pairing (also 
touches)

Acquisition)

Gathering Places Dec '26 / May 
'27

Personal & Cultural Expression 
(secondary: Globalization & 
Sustainability)

Identity, Culture, Creativity, 
Connections

Individuals & Societies + 
Design (also touches Arts)

*One unit per month, September-December 2026, repeating in the same order February-May 2027.

Language Acquisition (a note on Local Legends' alternate pairing): Language Acquisition (MYP Group 2) is a full subject 
group with its own four criteria. It isn't an add-on layered onto another pairing. For Global Cohorts, it applies only where 
English is the school's Language Acquisition target language, and it works best with students at MYP Phase 3 / CEFR A2 or 
above.

Pilot Results - Festivals Unit, March 2026
Three classrooms across two continents. 25 student responses, 3 teacher responses, 212 student posts to shared Padlets.

92% of students said they learned about other cultures · 88% felt connected to their partner school · 100% of teachers 
would participate again.

In Their Words
“It made me feel like even though the world is a ginormous place there are still many similarities between many different 
types of people.”

- Student, March 2026 cohort

“My students were willing to share, even post videos, with the other schools. There was no awkwardness, which is not 
normal for middle schoolers.”

- Participating teacher, March 2026 cohort

What Your Teacher Actually Does
● Hosts the Zoom in their classroom: one 45-minute session per week for 4 weeks.

● Supports student participation; our facilitator leads the content.

● Receives a weekly prep email, portal access, and optional Q&A calls.

● Uses the IDU Co-Planning Guide together with the paired co-planning teacher to plan the unit's interdisciplinary 
elements, and jointly scores Criterion A once the unit runs.

● Grades their own subject's artifacts using their existing MYP subject criteria (for example, Language & Literature's 
Analysing/Organizing/Producing text/Using language, or Individuals & Societies' Knowing & 
understanding/Investigating/Communicating/Thinking critically). These are the same rubrics already in use, on 
top of the joint interdisciplinary scoring above.

Next Step
A 20-minute call to walk through unit fit and IDU pairing for your school. Book it here: calendly.com/teacherseth/15min

Seth Fleischauer · seth@banyangloballearning.com · banyangloballearning.com/programs/global-cohorts/ib

https://calendly.com/teacherseth/15min

